Innovation Fund, Round 2
Funded Projects – Awarded via Panel Consensus in January 2020
PROJECT
Participants from mixed communities will co-produce and evaluate an
innovative Mixed Learning Programme that will reduce social isolation,
support people into work and build community cohesion in the Bolton
Woods area of Bradford. They intend to bring together a diverse range
of people who, despite their differences, face many of the same
barriers to securing work and/or socialising with others. Adults with
learning disabilities will work together with other groups in the
community (single parents, members of local BAME communities,
unemployed people, students and retired people) to co-produce a pilot
programme of workshops and events that will develop skills, increase
employment opportunities and strengthen community connections.
The project will deliver education for life through ESOL classes.
Alongside practical workshops like DIY which will include: putting up
shelves, changing a light bulb, wiring a plug as well as basic plumbing,
assembling flat packed furniture and re-upholstering second hand
furniture. Parallel to DIY there will be classes in car maintenance and
gardening. In car maintenance women will learn how to change a tyre,
check the air pressure in their tyres, and oil in the engine. In the
gardening classes the women will learn how to grown vegetables in
their back yards despite limitation of space and resources, how to
cultivate seeds and how to achieve a low carbon footprint. There will be
one more stream, which will teach women how to set up a small
business where they will learn how to do their own tax, keep accounts,
and understand customer service.
Great Horton Common Ground Project seeks to test a new and
collaborative approach to addressing community tensions and poor
social mixing in Great Horton. A Community Development Worker will
be deployed to Great Horton to support wider efforts being made by
VCS and statutory agencies towards inclusion and de-marginalisation.
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The project has emerged through a network of community partners,
who work closely on the ground as members of ‘Welcome to Great
Horton Steering Group’ The project will work within three broad areas
of need: 1. Environmental issues, including waste, fly-tipping and a lack
of tidy communal areas; 2. Fears of anti-social behaviour, ‘gangs’ and
safety and 3. Low levels of social mixing between groups of different
ethnic/cultural background.
Mary Magdalene will deliver a number of sessions to raise awareness
of hate crime in small sessions to young people to help them
understand the consequences of this on other people, seek alternative
ways of thinking about the problem and solution, provide a range of
diversionary and positive activities and work with young people
developing a range of videos and rap to share online on social media.
The Living Well in Bradford project will provide bespoke support to
Refugee and Asylum Seekers (RAS) adults resident in Bradford to
enable them to be better integrated; strengthen their wider community
connections and community involvement; improve their health and
wellbeing and progress economically and socially. The project will
deliver two innovative Living Well in Bradford programmes to 30 RAS
participants, raising their aspirations, developing a sense of belonging
and wellbeing and supporting integration.
We intend to bring young people from different communities together to
undertake thematic workshops and recreational / social activities to
better understand each others sense of 'identity/ belonging', cultural
and religious values and beliefs to dispel myths and prejudice,
engender mutual respect and tolerance and enable them to realise we
have more in common which unites us than the differences that
separate us. The activities we will deliver are 'bitesize' thematic
workshops, each followed by a recreational / social activity or outing so
that the learning gained from the workshops is embedded, new
relationships are formed and friendships are developed.
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